The following is a response by David Sparkes of British Swimming on 29th December 2008 to the article on the NWPL website:

Subject: RE: NWPL website article - crisis hits GB polo funding

We fully understand everyone's concerns at this difficult time when there is uncertainty around the British Water Polo funding and programme in preparation for London 2012. However British Water Polo can only communicate what it knows when it knows it. We know we are still awaiting a further decision on funding on the 29 January as the article sets out, However meanwhile whilst UK Sport are looking at alternative funding streams we to are leaving no stone unturned ourselves. We are both looking at a range of public and commercial options and we have asked Nick to present to us some options on the programme going forward.

We are meeting with Nick to consider all options on the 9 January and we have a preliminary meeting with UK Sport on the 16 January when matters may become clearer. I have asked Nick to make sure it is as much as possible business as usual in the meantime. We have not made any decisions for the moment and we will only make decisions on any reduction in the programme once we are clear on future funding. We have however pulled out of some
specific competition opportunities as clearly we are not expecting to receive the level of funding we are currently enjoying and some reduction in our activities is inevitable.

There is little more we can say at this time other than the expected funding did not materialise for Water Polo. This however was not a UK Sport decision as such but a decision of the Government which had pledged £600m for athlete preparation up to 2012 but fell short by £100m from the public purse. The balance to be found from Private sources. The credit crunch has made the raising of this £100m difficult if not impossible. Meanwhile the Government have found a further £50M from lottery forecast readjustments and further
public funding. Leaving a £50m shortfall, all this has been fully reported prior to Xmas. 

The only decision UK Sport took was to not compromise other sports in their preparation and to fund sports based on perceived medal success and progress against the milestones and goals agreed with the sports, using mission 2012 as their yardstick. It was acknowledged that whilst Water Polo has made significant progress, they did not represent a realistic medal prospect and there were concerns that we were not progressing as quickly as was required
to compete in London. I would also remind everyone that whilst as home nation Great Britain has the right to have a team in both the Men's and Women's events, the final decision on entry is NOT one for British Swimming but a matter for the BOA.

The Daily Mail article is speculating as to what might happen and is not reporting decisions made at this stage. The important point for everyone now is to work together to show a united and importantly responsible sport working with all agencies to acquire funding for Water Polo. British Swimming remains committed at this moment in time to getting both teams prepared and competing at the London Olympics. Welcome any sensible ideas on funding and potential cost savings meanwhile be assured you will receive
communication once we have made decisions.
