Scotland Men Triumphant at

‘Willie Mellor’s Invitational Water Polo Tournament’
After a break of a number of years, a Scottish Men water polo team returned to the annual Willie Mellor’s Invitational Tournament on Saturday 7 Mar 09 and came away as unbeaten victors. 
Historically the tournament took place at HMS CALEDONIA in Rosyth however in recent years it has been hosted by each of the Armed Forces in turn and this year it was held at The Army Garrison pool, Aldershot.  This well organised and highly competitive event featured teams from Scotland, South Derbyshire, British Police and a Combined Services team from the Army, Navy and Air Force.  Scotland has previously sent a junior men’s team and this time was no different with 8 of the 12 players aged under 25.  The following clubs were represented; Dunfermline, Menzieshill Whitehall, Portobello and Warrender Baths.
Scotland started well winning the first game 13-5 against South Derbyshire in a well controlled and effective manner with the players taking full advantage of good set plays.  The second game was won 10-5 against the Combined Services team who put up spirited opposition but failed to make an impact against the well drilled defence of the Scottish team.  The last but toughest and closest scoring game came against a physically strong and experienced British Police team.  With the score tied 3-3 at half time, the fitness of the Scottish players began to show during the 3rd and 4th periods and they eventually came away 8-6 winners.  
Coach Ian MacCallum said “I was delighted with the players overall performance, in particular their determination against physically stronger and more experienced opposition.  To maintain their focus and play 3 tough games in the same day was a real test.”

Although there is much still to do, it is hoped that this success will provide a good start towards the Scottish Water Polo goal of developing a team capable of competing in a tournament against other Commonwealth countries in Glasgow in 2014.

